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Three for Literacy

“Three a day, every day.”
That’s the student goal we an-

nounced at the September rally at
Temple’s Liacouras Center. Now I hear
kids say it and I see it on posters they
put up in our school. Here is what it’s
all about.

For our students to succeed, each
student needs to decide he or she is
going to be a great reader. They also
need to do a lot of reading.

That’s why we’re asking students to
read three a day, every day. Three what?
That depends on the student’s reading
level. As beginners, we’re talking about
three stories. At upper levels, think
about three chapters or articles. If each
story, chapter or article takes 20 to 30
minutes to read, that’s at least an hour
of solid reading every day.

Children should continue reading at
home. Families, help your children find
a quiet time and place for reading.

Also, families, help children find
books they can read with comfort. Have
them read out loud to you. Listen to
whether the words flow and sound nat-
ural to show whether children under-
stand what they’re reading. If they
understand it, they will read more and
learn more. They will also enjoy it more
and we want reading to be fun.

If your child needs help with a
book, that’s fine. You can read out loud
to your child or take turns. If they 
don’t know a word, tell them. You can
also set an example by
reading your own
books, magazines or
newspapers. If you
value reading, your
kids will notice.

Just like exercising,
the more reading you
do, the stronger you
get. With three a day,
every day, our kids 
can be the strongest
readers.

Temple Alum Donates $215,000 to
Benefit Partnership Schools
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When Lois Brodsky
decided to give a $215,000
gift to Temple University,
she wanted to benefit both
Temple students and public
school teachers.

It makes sense since
Brodsky has been a Temple
student and a teacher her-
self. Brodsky graduated
from Temple University’s
College of Education in
1957. After 20 years of
teaching basic skills in the
Haddonfield School Dis-
trict, Brodsky retired.

Brodsky pledged $215,000 to establish
The Brodsky Graduate Partnership Program.
For the next two years, Temple graduate stu-
dents will be trained, certified and paid to
serve as substitute teachers in the Partnership
Schools.

It is a win for Partnership teachers as well.
Graduate students, known as “Brodsky
Fellows,” are supplying a much-needed extra
set of hands to classroom teachers as they
work to become literacy experts. The pro-
gram “benefits the students, the classroom
teachers and Temple’s graduate students,”
said Brodsky.

John DiPaolo, Executive Director for
Partnership Schools, said, “Mrs. Brodsky’s
generosity and the belief she has shown in
what we are doing are inspiring.”

Thirteen Brodsky Fellows – ten from the
College of Education and three from the
Department of African American Studies –
receive intensive preparation to serve as sub-
stitutes. The Fellows shadow teachers and
train in literacy instruction and classroom
management. The Office of Partnership
Schools works with the Philadelphia School
District to obtain emergency teacher certifi-
cation.

Brodsky Fellows are helping teachers in
several ways. They help teachers determine
student reading levels by taping each student
as he or she reads. The teachers can continue
to teach and assess the tape at another time.
As substitute teachers, Fellows also take over
classes while teachers attend trainings on
such topics as one-on-one tutoring, word
study and guided reading.

Since the Partnership Schools have his-
torically had a difficult time securing ade-
quate substitute services, this program is an
innovative approach to two long-standing
problems – finding time during the school
day for teachers to continue to learn and cov-
ering classes in the case of teacher absence.

Brodsky’s gift will be made in two parts,
$115,000 this year and $100,000 next year.

“This seemed to be the most comprehen-
sive and hands-on program available for an
extended period. The ability to have a pro-
gram evolve for more than one year is most
beneficial,” Brodsky said.

Temple alum Lois
Brodsky’s donation
helps both Temple 
and the Partnership
schools.
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Self-portraits by Elverson’s Kevonya Bumpus and Christian Butler. Leaf people by Ferguson’s Khalil Murdock.

a Message from John K. DiPaolo
Executive Director for Partnership Schools



What’s Happening on Early
Dismissal Fridays

On Halloween afternoon, while
Partnership School students were at home
preparing for a night of trick-or-treating,
their teachers were still in the classroom.
With their students dismissed from school
already, the educators got a lesson them-
selves.

Afternoons on these “Early Dismissal
Fridays” – which occur every two weeks – are
used as professional development sessions.

Each session covers one of the topics:
reading, assessment, writing, word study and
organizing classroom time and space. After
every topic has been covered once, the cycle
begins again at a higher level.

Pre-kindergarten through second grade
teachers attend training at Duckrey
Elementary School, third through sixth
grade teachers receive instruction at Dunbar
Elementary School and seventh through
ninth grade teachers go to Elverson Middle
School.

At one such session at Elverson, teachers
played the roles of students as they received
training in guided reading.

The teachers were divided into two
groups at the training session. The first
group consisted of language arts and special
education teachers, while the second group
comprised subject area teachers.

Literacy specialist Dr. Tom Gill led the
training of language arts and special educa-
tion teachers, while content area teachers –
math, science, art, social studies and music
teachers – were instructed by literacy coach
Joanne Savoy.

Gill and Savoy worked with the teachers
on how to improve students’ abilities in four
basic elements: reading, writing, word study
and directed listening. Gill showed the teach-
ers the correct method for assessing stu-
dents’ understanding of a reading assign-
ment by going over certain questions to ask
after “stopping points” in the text.

“It is proven that these questions chal-
lenge important reading skills,” said Gill.

To practice what they had learned, teach-
ers were divided into small groups. Within
the groups, the teachers read selected assign-
ments and took turns role-playing as the
teacher and asking appropriate comprehen-
sion questions.

Across the hall, Savoy led content area
teachers through a “Directed Reading
Thinking Activity.” In content area subjects,
students often must study more specific
information than in language arts and spe-
cial education classes.

“The goal of the sessions is to share with
teachers strategies that would help with stu-
dents’ comprehension of content area text or
literature,” said Savoy. “The training is a dif-
ferent spin on approaching the literacy prob-
lem,” said Charles Gill (no relation to Dr.
Gill), a resource teacher at Wanamaker
Middle School.

“In the past, we tried to force-feed kids to
work at their grade level. Now we can get the
kids to a level where they can read comfort-
ably.”

Over the two weeks between training 
sessions, Savoy and the other Partnership 
literacy coaches visit teachers in their class-
rooms to demonstrate how to use the new
strategies.
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“The children really enjoyed it. They definitely got the reading
piece of a 3-a-day, everyday. The message was delivered on 
their level so they remained attentive,” said one Partnership 
principal.

Students Kick-Off Year with



Summer Cleaning Helps Autumn Reading
While the Temple Partnership is buying

new books for students, schools are making
the most of what they already have. This
year, John Wanamaker Middle School has
greater access to its own resources thanks to
the work of a team of Temple students.
These students spent four weeks with
Wanamaker’s staff, examining thousands of
books at the school to determine which to
keep and which to give away.

“We were looking for a better system to
distribute books at the start of the school
year,” said Keith Arrington, assistant princi-
pal at Wanamaker. “Comparing last year to
this year, we had a much better time getting 

materials to teachers. We were able to give
students their books as soon as possible, so
that instructional time was not lost.”

After searching closets and classrooms
for salvageable reading materials, Temple’s
Office of Partnership Schools’ Richard
Mensah and his team catalogued, stamped
and re-shelved each book. They compiled
an up-to-date list of the textbooks, work-
books, teacher’s guides and reading litera-
ture housed in the school.

One supply room, outfitted with trans-
planted bookshelves, now serves as a
resource for teachers. It is stocked with
computer  equipment, calculators, mathe-

matical instruments, maps and books. The
team used another room to consolidate the
250 new and slightly used paperbacks for
the fifth to eighth graders.

“The most difficult part of the project
was sorting through hundreds of books.
Some books were over 20 years old,” said
Ayanna Braithwaite, a senior at Temple’s
College of Liberal Arts. “We had to make
room for all the new books that were
ordered for the school, and we made it eas-
ier for teachers to set up their classrooms
when they came back to school in
September.”

Over 2,000 students gathered at Temple’s Liacouras Center for the Partnership Schools’
Convocation Rally Sept. 17. “It was exciting to see the whole partnership in one giant stadi-
um, everyone as one family,” Frank Murphy, principal of Meade Elementary School, said.

Rally review by 
Ferguson’s 

Nicole Reid

All six principals joined 42 teachers in a two-week literacy institute over the summer. The educators studied how children learn to read, and everyone tutored one
partnership student every day. “I was so used to my usual teaching routine, but this program encouraged me to try new things along with incorporating some of
my older lessons,” said third-grade special education teacher at Meade Elementary School, Valerie Marshall. 

Partnership Hosts Summer Institute
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Philly Cares Day 
Oct. 4, 2003
Shaheed Austin and Rasha Jackson volunteered alongside nearly 300 Temple 
students and staff to spruce up the Partnership schools on Philly Cares Day.
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“Painting keeps the school climate really upbeat, and the children follow
suit.  They model what they see around them and learn to appreciate and
respect their surroundings,” said Dunbar counselor Anna DiNardo.


